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Menlo Park Neighborhood Association -
Taking Success to a New Level
By Maria Magafia

The Menlo Park Neighborhood Association's report on
the Linda Avenue Wall Mural Project is in, and PRO
Neighborhoods, which provided small grants and technical
assistance, couldn't be happier.

Asociacion Vecinal de Menlo Park -
Encaminando el Exito Hacia Un Nuevo Nivel
Por Maria Magafia
(Traducido por Michelangelo Cordano)

El reporte del vecindario Menlo Park sobre el Proyecto
del Mural en Linda Avenue se ha completado. PRO
Neighborhoods, el proveedor de becas

Menlo Park Neighborhood, situated
close to downtown Tucson and Sentinel
Peak (also known as “A” Mountain), is
one of Tucson's oldest neighborhoods,
with families there whose histories span
several generations. As Tucson has
grown and changed, so has Menlo Park.
Over time, as sometimes happens with
an older, residential neighborhood,
graffiti, vandalism, and transient traf -
fic have gradually degraded many of its
aging residential properties.

In the 1990s, a neighborhood panel

y ayuda técnica no podria estar mas
feliz.

Menlo Park se ubica cerca al cen -
tro de Tucson y Sentinel Peak (cono -
cido como la Montafia "A"), es uno de
los vecindarios mas antiguos de
Tucson con familias afincadas ahi por
generaciones. El crecimiento y cambio
en Tucson repercutié también en
Menlo Park. Como a veces pasa cuando
transcurre el tiempo, los barrios resi -
denciales avejentan, surge el vandalis -
mo, los grafitos y crece el trafico
automotor. Lamentablemente esto ha

looked at structures that could be
saved. They listed the humble house at
17 North Linda Avenue, but nobody had
a real vision as to what could be done with it. Until 2003.
That year Mac Hudson, now president of the Menlo Park
Neighborhood Association, and other residents formed

the Linda Avenue Committee. They saw the house and its
land as a community center and public garden. On the wall
in the back of the property, they saw a mural.

With $5,000 in grant funding from PRO Neighborhood
and with the direction of David Tineo, a famed Arizona
muralist who lives in Menlo Park, the Linda Avenue Wall
Mural took flight. The property was secured and cleaned
up. Neighborhood youth and elders worked hand in hand to
create imagery reflecting the neighborhood's culture, his
tory and vision. A beautiful 200-foot mural now stands as
a testament to the community's past and its present and,
just as importantly, to what a neighborhood and its resi -
dents can do. As one neighbor put it, “starting small, it
drew the neighborhood and community together, giving us
hope for greater goals in the future." (cont. on page 2)

Menlo Park resident piches in to paint the wall mural.
Photo by Jeremy Bow

S

hecho que estas antiguas propiedades
residenciales se degraden.

En 1990, una asociacion de vecinos estudio las estruc -
turas que podian ser salvadas, y enlistaron una humilde
vivienda de la calle 17 North Linda Avenue, sin embargo
nadie tenia una idea concreta de lo que se podia hacer con
ella. Mac Hudson presidente de la Asociacion Vecinal
Menlo Park con apoyo de otros vecinos, forma el Comité

Linda Avenue en el afio 2003. Se
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(continued from page 1)

The Wall Mural Project was a first step toward that
community center. Encouraged by its success, a new group
of leaders partnered with PRO Neighborhoods and with
Tucson's Office of Conservation and Sustainable
Development. This time 17 North Linda Avenue became a
demonstration site for a series of workshops teaching how
to restore an urban lot using the principles of sustainabili

ty. During the workshops participants surveyed and creat -

ed an inventory of the site. Anticipating a variety of func
tions for the property, they incorporated plans for a cov -
ered ramada, a kitchen garden, an area for large events

and natural landscaping. Hands-on work included the con -
struction of water-harvesting earthworks, with excavation
and installation of rocks and urbanite (broken concrete)

and finally the planting of native xeriscape vegetation.

(continuado de la pagina 1)

Proyecto Mural Linda Avenue. Fue asi como la idea tomé
vuelo. Se asegurd y limpié el area. Los vecinos, jovenes y
adultos trabajaron palmo a palmo para crear una galeria de
imagenes que reflejase la cultura, historia y union del
vecindario. Un hermoso mural de 200 pies se yergue como
testigo del pasado y presente de la comunidad y aun mas
importante, es una prueba de lo que los residentes son
capaces de hacer. Como lo dijo un vecino, "empezamos de a
pocos, esto hizo que los vecinos y la comunidad se unieran,
dandonos esperanzas en hacer cosas mayores en el
futuro.”

El Proyecto Mural fue el primer paso hacia para el cen -
tro comunitario. Entusiasmados por el éxito, se forma un
nuevo grupo de lideres asociados a PRO Neighborhoods y

Oficina para la Conservacion y

Desarrollo Sostenible de Tucson. La 17
Norte Linda Avenue se convirtié en un
taller educativo para la restauracion de
espacios urbanos usando los principios de
sostenibilidad. En estos talleres los par -
ticipantes crearon un inventario de los
recursos del lugar. Se pensé de ante -
mano en la variedad de usos que se le
podria dar al espacio. Se incorpor6 una
enramada, un jardin de cocina, un area
destinada para eventos y la creacion de
paisajes naturales. La obra conjunta
incluyé la construccion de canales de
regadio por medio de excavacion e insta -
lacién de rocas y urbanita (concreto
triturado) y finalmente el plantado de
vegetacion oriunda de zonas aridas.

Menlo Park neighbors and friends install water harvesting components. The finished wall
mural can be seen in the background. Photo by Joanie Sawyer

In the next stage of work residents will restore the
carriage house, install the ramada and cisterns, and com -
plete the earthworks and sustainable landscaping. They'll
be working with neighborhood youth, teaching them how to
build with adobe, how to build shade structures from
mesquite boughs, how to build community.

At PRO Neighborhoods, this series of Linda Avenue
projects is often mentioned as a successful model for col
laboration. These community building projects have result
ed in links among many partners — Pima County, the City
of Tucson, private businesses, nonprofit organizations and
residents of Linda Avenue neighborhood (young and old,
newcomers and longtime neighbors) — all working together
to show how a very old neighborhood can pursue its own
vision to the future.

En la siguiente etapa de labores,
los vecinos restauraran la casa carruaje,
instalarén la enramada y cisternas y completaran los
canales de regadio sostenible. La comunidada trabajara de
la mano con los jovenes del vecindario, ensefiandoles como
crear adobes, formacién de estructuras con torreyanas/
prosopis glanulosa"mesquite boughs”, y como crear una
verdadera comunidad.

PRO Neighborhoods, considera que la sucesion de
proyecto en Linda Avenue son un modelo a seguir. Estos
proyectos de construccion comunitaria han creado un vin -
culo entre — Pima County, City of Tucson, negocios partic -
ulares, organizaciones no gubernamentales y residentes de
Linda Avenue (jévenes, adultos, residentes nuevos y
antiguos) — todos trabajando unidos para demostrar como
un antiquisimo vecindario puede vislumbrar su propio
futuro.
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Workshops are free unless otherwise stated, but registration is required. To reserve your space please call 882-5885 at least

three days prior to the workshop. Assistance setting up or cleaning up is greatly appreciated.

YOUTH-LED COMMUNITY BUILDING HOW TO RESEARCH PROPERTY CHANGES

COMMUNITIES EMPOWERING YOUTH SERIES IN MY NEIGHBORHOOD
Funded by a Compassion Capital Fund grant to United Way Sponsored by PRO Neighborhoods,

Sunday, September 16, 1 pm - 4 pm the Neighborhood Infill Coalition and
Boys & Girls Club/Morton Clubhouse, 3155 E. Grant Rd. the City of Tucson Department of Neighborhood Resources

Youth aren't usually seen as the ones who build a commu - Thursday, October 25, 6 pm —8 pm
nity. Want to change that perception? Come and let the Sentinel Building, 320 N. Commerce Park Loop
young people presenting this workshop show you how it's Note: registration will be limited to 30 participants.
done. Please note: enrollment will be limited and prefer - Do you ever notice work going on at a building near your
ence given to youth-development professionals. home and wonder what they're doing — and if it's legal? At

this workshop, learn to find the answers to these
guestions and more:

-Who owns that piece of property?

-How do you contact the owner (even if it's a

RUNNING EFFECTIVE MEETINGS
Presented by Sally Reynold of COPE Community Services
Wednesday, Sept. 19, 6 pm - 9 pm

_ il corporation)?
Sentinel Building, 320 N Commerce Park Loop -How do you find out whether permits have been
Do your meetings go on for - approved for the changes?

ever? Do you feel like you
haven't accomplished any -
thing at the end of the
meeting? Do you have to
deal with disruptive people
who talk too much? At this
workshop, participants will
learn about developing an
agenda, managing time, deci-
sion-making models, and
facilitation skills that will
lead to meetings that are
efficient, effective, and
worth everyone's time.

-If you suspect a violation, how do you report it?
-What is the assessed value of a neighbor's property?

GRANTS - WHERE THEY ARE AND HOW TO GET THEM
Presented by Karen Koevary, Pima County Public Library
Grants and Nonprofit Information Center and
Pat Devito, Metropolitan Housing Corporation and
Independent Consultant
Thursday, October 30, 5:30 pm - 9 pm
Sentinel Building, 320 N Commerce Park Loop

As a beginning grant writer, you will come away from this
workshop with tips on how to write a grant proposal. In
addition, you will learn resources and strategies to identi -
fy potential grant funders by using Pima Public Library's
Grants and Nonprofit Information Center.

CONNECTING OUR COMMUNITIES -
MAPPING OUR ASSETS

COMMUNITIES EMPOWERING YOUTH SERIES DIVERSITY AS AN ASSET
Funded by a Compassion Capital Fund grant to United Way Presented by Dr. Jon McCaine, Clinical Director of

Thursday, September 27,5 pm - 8 pm Youth Development Institute, Phoenix

Parkwise Recreation Room, 110 E. Pennington Saturday, Nov. 3, 9 am - Noon

Can you say you know your neighbors' passions or talents? Sentinel Building, 320 N Commerce Park Loop
Why would you want to? Learn how to figure out what At this workshop participants will learn what diversity is,
each of us can offer the group - just by using what we've what role diversity plays in neighborhood coordinating, and
already got - and how to link those skills to build why it benefits a neighborhood group to make the effort
community. Light dinner served. to include all groups that exist in the neighborhood.
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CONGRATULATIONS TO PRO NEIGHBORHOODS'
2007 P LANNING & DESIGN SERVICE AWARD RECIPIENTS

Once a year PRO Neighborhoods joins forces with local engineering, landscape architecture, and planning professionals to
help neighborhoods in Pima County. Providing their services pro bono, professionals help neighborhoods define a common
vision, develop a concept plan, identify required permits and estimate construction costs. For more information about the
Planning & Design Service Award visit our website at: www.proneighborhoods.org.

Midtown Garden District Martha Cooper Library Valley of the Moon Future of the "Moon"
Learning Garden at Martha Cooper Library The Valley of the Moon, the historic fantasy garden

Midtown the Garden District, a large neighborhood tucked away on Allen Street, was begun in the 1920s. Its
spanning Grant to Speedway and Swan to Alvernon, cur - rock cliffs, fairy houses, winding paths and secret grottos
rently has no open space or public parks. Utilizing a large touched the magical imagination of children, and by the
space next to Martha Cooper Library, the neighborhood early 1950s the Moon was one of Tucson’s leading attrac -
will work with professionals to create conceptual plans for tions. Over the ensuing decades families celebrated wed -
a learning garden. The intention is to provide a sanctuary dings and birthdays in the grassy amphitheater in front of
for residents, and a place to learn about environmentally the Wizard's Tower, and popular amateur theatricals still
friendly landscaping and rainwater harvesting. The neigh - feature neighborhood kids as fairies or gnomes, but the
borhood plans to partner with Martha Cooper Library, infrastructure, inevitably, has degraded. This Planning &
Tucson Botanical Gardens, and Wright Elementary School. Design Service Award will help a group of neighbors and
The plans will be used to seek funds for future phases of supporters create a plan to assess restoration possibilities
the project, including installation of the garden and devel - and generate ideas for public engagement and fundraising.
opment and implementation of educational programming. Guiding the effort pro bono are Rebecca Ruopp, lead plan -

_ _ ner for the City of Tucson Department of Urban Planning

The volunteer professional team includes: John & Design, John Anderson, landscape architect from
Andgrsop, Westland Resources; I.\/I|ke_Barton,.HDR Westland Resources, and Scott Leska, engineer from the
Engineering; Barbara Becker, University of Arizona City of Marana. For more information on the Valley of the
Planning Dept.; Kathryn Gerber, Stantec; Jorge Gonzales, Moon, call 323-1331, or email valleymoon1@yahoo.com.
Psomas; and Scott Leska, City of Marana.

Midtown Garden District Neighborhood Improvement ~ Committee  Linear Park

Currently the roadside along the north side of Pima Street between Columbus and Alvernon contains a bare strip of dirt

between the bike lane and a paved road giving access to homes. Professionals and neighbors will work together to develop a
conceptual plan for a linear park that will include trees and other landscaping. This vegetative "buffer zone" will provide a

means for catching rainwater runoff, create a visual screen and buffer for sound and pollutants to protect the homes fac -
ing Pima, beautify this stretch of Pima, and separate pedestrians from dangerous traffic. The neighborhood will utilize the

plan to apply for grants to fund the project.

The professional team includes Mark Holden from Pima County Planning Department and Jennifer Bartlett, Blessing Hancock
and Jeff Carrier from Norris Design.

Drawings by John Anderson, Westland Resources
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CONGRATULATIONS TO PRQO NEIGHBORHOODS ' LATEST GRANT RECIPIENTS

Broadmoor/Broadway Village Neighborhood Assoc.
Malvern Neighborhood Plaza Awarded: $4,140

In 2006, this neighborhood utilized the pro-bono
services of professionals provided through a PRO
Neighborhoods Planning & Design Service Award to
develop a design for a shady community gathering place
in an oversized intersection. They have planned a vari -
ety of fundraising ventures to pay for the work. This
grant will support a project directed by neighborhood
youth, who will produce, market and sell commemorative
ceramic tiles that will be used in the plaza. A facilita -
tor who works with youth and specializes in developing
leadership skills will assist with the project.

Neighbors for Treat Avenue Trees

Treat Avenue Trees Awarded: $4,300

This group is from the Blenman/Elm neighborhood,
which received a grant in 2005 to create and host a
series of workshops to teach neighbors how to install
water harvesting cisterns at home. This grant proposes
to plant 40 low-water-use trees in contoured, rock-
lined tree wells along a section of Treat Avenue and to
irrigate them by making curb cuts to divert rainwater
runoff from the street. The neighborhood has been
canvassed. The City of Tucson Department of
Transportation (DOT) is treating this as a pilot project
as they develop policy and a permitting process for
curb cuts. Partnering with DOT will be a capacity-build
ing experience for the group, and new members have
stepped into leadership roles.

Tucson Park West Neighborhood Association
Landscape & Beadtification Project ~ Awarded: $2,359

A strong core of longtime homeowners is now getting
older and wants to engage younger members, foster
neighborhood cohesion, and improve the appearance of
a weedy patch of City property at the entrance to the
neighborhood. A neighbor who is a landscape architect
has donated the design. The City has approved the plan.
Grant funds will pay for plants, equipment and neigh -
borhood name signs; labor will be done by community
volunteers. If this initial project is successful, the

group hopes to connect the walking paths on either side
of the neighborhood.

Case Garden Moms & Tots

Project Revitalize Awarded: $2,371

Located in an Eastside neighborhood that has few park
resources, this run-down community garden is being
revived and maintained by mothers and children from a
neighborhood playgroup and some community volunteers.
Grant funds will be used in the following ways:

-Improve and expand fruit and vegetable beds

-Create "Paths of Discovery" to engage children and
lead them to a presentation area for puppet shows
and speakers. An Eagle Scout is guiding preparation
of this area.

-Install a community information board (partnering
with Eastside Parks & Rec).

-Present a series
of community
gardening work -
shops and other
family events.

Rancho Chuk Shon

Recuerdos de Mi Barrio Awarded: $1,387

This grassroots group wishes to provide alternatives to
drink, drugs, crime and gentrification. Their goals

include celebrating barrio culture and diversity, rela -
tionship-building for youth and elders, and parents
sharing quality time with their families. Specifically

this will be done at a series of seven carne asada bar -
beques where information can be collected from neigh -
bors in a safe family setting. The core group will tran -
scribe and edit the stories and lay out the pages, then
host a binding party where community members will

help assemble the barrio history. Grant funds will be
used for materials and production costs, refreshments,
and mileage reimbursement. The group has already
funded their first gatherings by collecting aluminum

cans.
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— About PRO Neighborhoods —

PRO Neighborhoods builds community by nurturing grassroots neighborhood groups in Tucson and Pima County. The newsletter is published three
times a year by United Way of Tucson and Southern Arizona, 330 N. Commerce Park Loop, Tucson, AZ 85745. Printing provided by City of Tucson
Department of Neighborhood Resources.

PRO Neighborhoods envisions a Tucson/Pima County community made up of groups of diverse residents and associations working effectively
together and in partnership with existing institutions, businesses and organizations to mobilize resources essential to enhance their neighborhoods.
Our ultimate goal is that everywhere you go in Pima County, neighbors are helping neighbors, diversity is celebrated, and people are proud of where
they live.

PRO Neighborhoods believes that communities are built upon the assets of individuals, groups and organizations. Based on this belief, PRO
Neighborhoods upholds the following values:

People’s Abilities

People have the experience, skills and knowledge to make their neighborhoods more liveable.

Associations
Associations composed of volunteers magnify and mobilize the gifts of individuals.

Grassroots Change
Action at a grassroots, neighborhood level is critical in bringing about positive community change.

Responsiveness
PRO Neighborhoods is committed to flexibility and creativity in our work so that we are most responsive to our community.

Partnerships
Founded on the private-public partnership that is PRO Neighborhoods, we encourage efforts that bridge gender, racial, cultural,
generational and economic boundaries. We also promote collaborations between individuals, groups, organizations and institutions.




